DOCUMENT RESUME 



V 



ED 068 935 



CS 200 173 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



Ozan, Ruth S. 

Introduction to Plays, English: 5112.44. 

Dade County Public Schools, Miami, Fla. 

71 

30p.; An Authorized Course of Instruction for the 
Quinmester Program 



EDRS PRICE MF-$0 .65 HC-$3.29 

DESCRIPTORS Bibliographies; *Curriculum Guides; *Drama; 

♦Dramatics; English Curriculum; High Schools; 
Literature Appreciation; Teaiching Guides; *Theater 
Arts 

IDENTIFIERS ♦Quinmester Program - 

ABSTRACT ' 

‘ Several plays are studied to introduce students to 

theatrical t^rms and to the elements of a play in this quinmester 
course for Dade County High Schools. Several approaches to the study 
of t?ie play are suggested such as individual and a large group 

production of a play, the use of a unified theme such as Youth vs. 

Tradition, or the line of historical development. Learning activities 
are proposed to fulfill all course objectives. Bibliographies for 
student and teacher resources are included. (RS) 








ED 068935 



U S DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EOUCATIDN 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG 
INATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN 
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY 
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU 
CATION POSITION OR POLICY 





i 



AUTHORIZED COURSE OF INSTRUCTION 





T 

i. 



5 



K 

ERIC 



glTMinlfliJ 



jL 



ENGLISH 

Introduction to Plays 
5112.44 
5113.82 
5114.155 
5115.170 
- 5116.177 



1 



DIVISION OF INSTRUCTION*^ 



L 



DADE COUNTY PUBLICSCHOOLS 








INTRODUCTION TO PLAYS 

5112.44 

5113.82 

5114.155 

5115.170 

5116.177 



English 





Written by Ruth S. Ozan 
for the 

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTION 
Dade County . Public Schools 
Mi and/, Florida 
1971 





2 



DADE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 



Mr. William Lehman, Chairman 
. Mr. G. Holmes Braddock, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Ethel Beckham 
1 Mrs. Crutcher Harrison 

\ Mrs. Anna Brenner Meyers 
\ Dr. Ben Sheppard 

\ Mr. William H. Turner 



< Dr. E. L. Whlgham, Superintendent of Schools 
Dade County Public Schools 
Miami, Florida 33132 



Published by \the Dade County School Board 




ERIC 



3 



II. COURSE CONTENT 



A. Rationale 



An "Introduction to Plays" suggests a number of goals. 

This course could be viewed as a segment of a literature 
unit in which the play is one of several genres. It 
could serve as a foundation for further study of drama. • 

It might even entice students to become involved in theater 
arts or mass .communications. This coufse is designed for 
today's student who is exposed to plays which range from 
•his cwn role-playing in daily life- to his experience with 
the media of radio, televisidn , movies and the theater. 

The purpose of this course is to provide the student with 
the means to understand more fully, to appreciate and to 
be selective of the T.V. programs, movies and plays he 
views and to add a new dimension to his experience by 
studying same plays iri written form. 

In order for this experience to be meaningful and enjoy- 
able, the student will be challenged to formulate sound 
answers to the fjol lowing questions: 



1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 



What is a play? 

Where did the idea of the play originate? How did/it 
develop? 

How do plays communicate? 

How is a play put together? 

/. 

What do plays tell about mankind? 



6. What makes the characters of a given play 
they do? 

7. What does this play mean to me? 

8. Does my attitude toward a play change whe 
studied materials related to the play? 

9. What do I know about a particular plav? 

10. How does one judge the merits' of a play? 



lave as 



I have 
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B. Range of subject matter 

1. Definition of a play 

a. Elements of plays 

(1) Plot 

(2) Setting 

(3) Characters 

(4) Thane 

b. Types of plays 

, (1) Tragedy 

(2) Canady . x 

(3) Melodrama' 

(4) Farce 

. (5) Romantic drama 

(6) Fantasy 

(7) Comedy of manners 

(8) Social drama 

c. Structure of a play 



/ 



(1) Plot development 

(2) Characterization 
- ^Dialogue 

(4r’ - Action 

(5) Situation 

2. Brief history of drama 

a . Greek theater 

b. Medieval drama 

s r 

* 

c. Modem drama / 

d. Contemporary drama ;/ 

3. Representative plays to be read in class 

J 

a. Contemporary plays 

b. Plays representing specific themes 

4. To be viewed or read out of class 

a. ^signed T.V. prograjps 

b. Special movies 
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c. Plays 



(1) Assigned portions to be read 

(2) Assigned plays to be read 

(3) Independent reading 



III. TEACHING STRATEGIES 
Procedure 

Depending on the level of the students and the materials 
available, several approaches to the course are suggested. 



Through any one of the proposed methods of organization, 
the student should become familiar with some of the history, 
art and technique of the play; increase his aesthetic sensi- 
bilities; enjoy the game of make-believe; experience the 
feeling of being someone else; develop enpathy with the 
characters of the play; yiew the whole entertainment media 
fran a new perspective; and firially relate what he has 
learned to his own life and the world in which he lives. 



A. With textbooks and magazines available, the teacher 
selects plays which would be relevant and enjoyable to 
a given class. In this approach students will be pro- 
vided with essential background information and termi- 
nology pertaining to drama in general and to the indi- 
vidual play, as well. Suggested texts: grade level 

literature texts; The Stage and the School for termi- 
nology and historical background material; Man in the 
Dramatic Mode (1-6) , if available, for contemporary * 
selections; magazines, such as Scholastic Scope and 
Voice and Literary Cavalcade . 



B. Projects cou lude individual and large group art 

work; producing an original one act play and actively 
participating in school activities such as plays, pep 
rallies, skits, etc. ' 

C. A second approach might be that of a unified theme, in 

which selections would carry through on a general topic, 
e.g., Youth ys. Tradition; Rebels; Outsiders; Chance or 
Choice, etc. Suggested texts: The Stage and the School ; 

% grade level texts; supplementary paper backs and text- 
books, and Patterns in Literature , Vol. 3, which is set 
up along a thematic approach and also has an excellent 
section on play analysis . The text includes selections 
frcm several important eras and could be used as the main 
textr or as a guide. 




I 



D. 



J5. 



Supplanentary paperbacks and maqazines- av 



Besides the above mentioned proiects a +. • 

5£l‘ 32“ * class 

anatic approach might be consider a 

« -*u«- 

duction, in which curren trends ini J- al 111 tro- 

one could go back to the earlW £» Pl Y f ^ dlscussed ' 

In this approach? Se forms of drama. 

probably JLe fL^he Gr^k TheaSp ^^f^ ^ Uld 

£= of S ^ lu^esS 6 

tStl; literature 



IV. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
A 



^«SsSc r eSSS^'a wiu “■«* 

1. Respond to question "What i s a play?" 

a. Discuss the great variety of plays available for 
jewing and readi^. ^nclul^, novi^d'Se 

b ' ° f ^ Plays you have seen in any 

°\f above mentioned media. Y 

c. Tell about plays you have read recently. 

d ' di^iS Ca ^° rieS S ^ P la V s mentioned and 
discussed, (e.g., comedy, tragedy, melodrama, 

e * , G r? V ? reasons for categorizing plays as you did 
What are yc^cSnaapts o* cr^ y /tr4eg? etc.’? 
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f. Read The Stage and the School , Chapter 5 to 
distinguish between various types, styles, and 
forms of drama . 

g. Examine basic elements of plays (plot, setting, 
characters 1 , theme. The Stage And the School , 
Chapter 4.) 



\P 



h. Readpp. 30-38 in Hie Stage and the School which 
discuss watching television, shopping for films, 
going to the theatre and reading plays. 



B. 



2. As an assignment, watch a suitable television program 
and write a short composition in which the "play" is 
categorized as comedy',' tragedy, melodrama, etc., and 
examine the basic elements of plot, setting, characters, 
and ’theme. 

3. Form small groups of students to watch the same pro- 

gram. Discuss the "play" and summarize your reactions 
and write them. Read your reactions to the entire 
class . \ 

n 

4. Keep a scrapbook of reviews, theatre* programs and 
advertisements of films, plays and television pro- 
ductions . 

i _ " 

5. Make a collage of pictures from magazines of popular 
actors and scenes from plays. 

6. Study basic terminology presented in class* via 
lectures, discussion and reading. 

\ 

7. Keep a notebook for lecture notes and reading. 

\ 

Activities for Objective B. Students will define 

selected terms used in the study of a play. 

,1. Observe the teacher as he explains the parts of the 
(proscenium) conventional stage. This may be done 
in the classroom either on an overhead projector, 
the blackboard or the floor. 



\ 



/• 



2. Using a script, read and discuss the stage directions. 

3. Physically demonstrate movement on a stage according 
to directions given; In an ordinary classroom, the 
c hair s could be formed in a circle to represent a 
theatre in the round. Someone oould donate an area 
rug, which- oould be rolled out to create a stage. 
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4. Take notes during lecture and presentation of A.V. 
materials on the history of drama. 

5. Read assignments^ in textbook relating to terminolog 
and historical development of drama. 

6. Conduct special research on a particular form of 
drama, i.e. , canedy. 



7. Divide into snail groups. Each group will be 
responsible for a specific era in the history of 
drama. Prepare a time chart indicating dates, play- 
wrights, plays, and other pertinent factors in the 
development of drama . 

8. Draw or paint a mural of various theatres and 
costumes. It might begin with pre~drama setting, 
then a Greek anphi theatre, the church steps of . the 
Middle Ages, the Globe Theatre, the Box set, etc. 

. Sane wrapping or butcher paper might serve as the 



■ 3 . Keep a file for class use on materials related to 
. the subject of the theatre. 



on a specific era, form, or playwright., studied in 
the history of drama. , • 



C. Activities for Objective C. Students will examine the 
underlying thought in a given play and propose its 
Universal thane. 

1. Define the term "thane" and differentiate between 
plot and thane. 

2. Cite examples of thanes from other forms of . 
literature which are familiar to fellow students. 

V 

3. State in your own words the thane of a given play. 



4. View films or filmstrips discussing themes in 



drama .^(•Especially appropriate in the study of 
Greek'"Tragedy or the plays of Shakespeare) . e.g. , 
After reading the play Hamlet , divide into three 
groups. Each group selects one of the following 
thanes in Hamlet : 

a. Ghost story 



\ 




background. Students interested in dress design 
might furnish the costumed figure sketches. 



10. Prepare a short term paper, containing illustrations 
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| b. Detective story 
c . Revenge '’story 

View the film "What Happens in Hamlet?" 

Prepare a plot analysis of the play following the * 
theme selected by the groiip. A representative of i 
each group reports the analysis to the class followed 
by a forum which discusses interpretation of a play 
based on a specific point ol: view. (Similar 
activities might follow the study of Macbeth ; Oedipus 
Rex ; etc.) 

* ** 

5. Discuss the theme of the play being studied and 
relate it to historical happenings of the^time in 
which it was written. 

•6. View the film "The Theatre — One Of the Humanities.". 
Divide into three, groups and discuss hew a play is 
■ a miniature world and how it reflects man's real 
world. 



7. Examine critical essays dealing with the theme of a 
particular playi 

8. Relate to thertheme of a play. What does it say 

v about mankind? What does it have to do with your' 

. \ li f e? Can you think of other plays , stories or 
events with a similar theme? 

9. incorporate statements on^the thane into total analysis 
of each play. 

Y 

10. Form teams and prepare~a-j formula fo r finding the 

theme, of a play. Analyze the play being studied for 
clues \bo the theme. Name the specific clues found 
in this\ play . Generalize and prepare a formula which 
might apply to any play . 

V \ . 

D. Activities for Objective D. Students will practice J 
skills in interpreting plays. 

1. Attend a field trip to a movie or play. Evaluate 
thp total experience including the atmosphere x of 
the theatre, elements, structure and technical aspects 
of the play. If the play seen was one which had 
been read in class, discuss your reactions to the 
live version. ^ 




a. Were you able tc> understand the play better 
after you had seen the performance? Why? 
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b. Were you more interested in the dialogue or the 
nonverbal actions of the performers? * 




c . Did the actors look'' like and act like you had 

visualised the characters as you were reading 
the play? • 

d. . Discuss hew the director's and the actor's 

interpretations of a play affect your understand- 
ing of the play. 



2. View film on nonverbal, ccmnunication. ( The Hand , 'A' 

or A Place in the Sun) . 

3. View film on Oriental art or theatre. 



4. Discuss nonverbal 'plays' such as' interpretive dance , 
pantomime, flamenco dancing, shadow plays and your 
own body language. 

In groups' ]?repare and perform a nonverbal sketch 
using a familiar and octrmon. setting. You may base 
the sketch on a classrocm situation or any other 
easily recognizable situation. 

Do individual pantomiming , or play "Charades" by 
enacting titles of plays, movies and T.V. programs. 

5. Read plays in class. ' After becoming somewhat familiar 
.with the play, volunteer to read a part. Prepare for 
class reading by first reading the scene to yourself, 
then reading your part out loud as a take-home assign- 
ment. • 

6. .With small group, prepare to present a short play in > 

class. .. 

7. Memorize and present a cutting from a play. 

8. Tape a presentation. 



9. Choose a favorite character in the play being studied 
and describe the character according to appearance, 
manners , voice and attitudes . Avoid physical descrip- 
tions of the character, except where such descriptions 
might be of part' rular inportance. 

10. Establish a. composite profile using the descriptions 

given. Sketch the character using the composite \ , 

profile. ' \ 

\ 
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Imitate the character's manners and appearance in v 
pantomime. 



12. Read plays out of class as assigned. 



13. 



14. 



Read two. plays by a favorite playwright and compare 
the themes , setting, characters of the two plays, . 
and what similarities you find. Recall stories • 
you've read by favorite authors. Do playwrights 
and authors of stories tend to use similar settings 
and types of characters in many of their writings? 
Conduct research on the playwright's background. 

Is his background reflected in his works? 

Read a play in which there are elements of symbolism, 
and interpret the symbols. ( The Glass Menagerie , 
Waiting for Godot , The Seventh Seed , etc.) This 
assignment will denand careful and skillful reading 
as well as sane extra consultation with teacher. 



\ 



\ 



Activities for Objective E. Students will discuss 
critically their impression of a play seen or read for 
the first time. 

1. Discuss your impressions of ' a play in small groups . 
Every student will be responsible for keeping notes 
of a specific area of discussion. One person will 
jot down what is said about the plot, another about 
the characters, the theme, etc. After every student 
in the group has had his turn to give his /impressions 
on the various topics, the recorder will summarize 
hks.ro tes and with the approval of the group will 
Synthesize than for presentation and discussion in 
large group. 

2. Using a magazine or newspaper review as a pattern, 
follow the format and review a play seen or read. ‘ 

3; Imitate a well-known radio or television movie-critic 
and present an oral review of the play. 

4. Have a "Talk Show" in which one student is the inter- 
viewer and others are actors who have performed in 
the play. The interviewer should have a prepared _ 
r' list of questions, appproved by the teacher. 
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5. Test your memory of the play by playing a quiz game. 

• Students will submit questions on .the play in various 
categories. One category might be named "Who Said..", 
another category might be "What Happened Then." 
Questions should be written on index cards , answers 
on reverse side. The questions, could be given .points 
according to difficulty. (This activity might be 
expanded to include several plays and used as review 
activity.) 

6. Head play and movie reviews in the daily papers, Time , 
Life, and other magazines . 



x 




F. Activities for Objective F. Given selected plays, stu- 
dents will identify structural elements of a play. 

x 

1. Review 'Chapter 4, The Stage and the School and/or 
Patterns in Literature , Vol. 3, for explanation of 
plot development. 



2. Observe teacher's illustration of plot development. ,./ 

3. Define the following terms: exposition, i 

incident, rising 
denouement. 

4. Determine where 

in ‘the play being studied. 

/ 

5. After studying the following plays or novels, compare 
the plot development and tone in one of the following 
sets: 




a. Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story . 

b. The Matchmaker and Hello, Dolly 



/ 



c. Pygmalion and My Fair Lady 

d. The Once and Future King and Came lot 

» 

6. View "Two Views of Caesar" to observe difference in 

interpreting characters. ' 

7 . ' Discuss the skill involved in writing good dialogue. 

( Stories - Scripts, Three Plus Three) 

8. Quote examples of dialogue in the play under discus- 
sion which seem especially worthy :of discussion. 
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